Thirty-eight of the deaths were owing to cerebral and spinal diseases, and 18 to consumption. Dr. Swain contrasts the recovery rate in asylums of various sizes, and he finds that in those having over 2,000 beds it stands at 40'7; between 1,500 and 2,000 beds, at 38*4 ; between 1,000 and 1,500 beds, at 40*9; between 500 and 1,000 beds, at 38*3; and under 500, at38'7. These figures,if they show anything at all, show that the size of an asylum has no great influence on the recovery rate, and that if an explanation of such difference be sought for, other causes must be explored. Dr. Swain, in a similar way, contrasts the weekly rate of maintenance, and finds that it is lowest in those asylums between 500 and 1,000 beds ; but here, again, there must be many causes at work besides mere size. The asylum is about full, and the proposal to dissolve the union between the counties and build several asylums is the only perfectly satisfactory solution of the difficulty.
The committee record " their approval of the zeal and ability with which Dr. Swain has conducted the important duties devolving on him." The weekly cost of maintenance per head is 8s, 7|d.
